
continued on page 2 

Inside this Issue:  

 

Church Contact  
Information 

2 

From the Choir Room  3 

Family/Children’s/ 
Youth Ministries 

4‐5 

News for the  
Congregation 

6‐7 

Moving Forward in 
Mission 

8‐9 

People You Know  10 

September 
Calendar 

11 

   

  
  

Under Construction 

A publication  
of the  
First Presbyterian 
Church  
of Englewood, NJ 
 

First  Press

 Many of you are aware of the construction on the George Washington 
Bridge that is snarling traffic despite the fact that they’ve set the construction for  
the least-used times of the week.  Then recently when I had a Sunday off, I was 
wanting to visit one of the campuses of Liquid Church, a growing, multi-site  
church in northern NJ.   

I ended up visiting their Nutley venue (and loved it, by the way), but I 
considered going to their New Brunswick site until I read on their Web site that 
many detours would have to be observed en route, because Route 1 – as many  
of you know, the main road in that area – was going to be entirely closed for an  
entire weekend. 

The NJ Department of Transportation site said that the closure was  
needed to repair a railroad track bed that runs across Route 1, and that they  
had investigated every possible means of performing the repair without closing  
the entire road, and reached the conclusion that the least disruptive course of 
action was to just bite the bullet and close the road for two days – in order to  
make a repair that will last for 20+ years. 

This struck me as a metaphor for what many of us face in life.  Sometimes 
there are changes we need to be making – repairs to our lives, so to speak – and  
we put them off and keep putting them off because we are unwilling to endure 
what we believe will be a disruption to our comfortable lives.  But the reality is that 
if changes need to be made, they need to be made.  And putting them off doesn’t 
make the situation better, it just defers the disruption while keeping us from 
experiencing the benefits of becoming the people God would have us become. 

 As the author of Ephesians writes: “You were taught, with regard to your former 
way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be 
made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God 
in true righteousness and holiness.” – Ephesians 4:22-24 (NIV) 

 That passage contains a simple recognition that our old selves need to be 
“put off”, in order that we might be made new, living into the reality that we were  
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“created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.”  What are the 
things that are weighing us down that need to be put off of us?  What changes 
could we make – right now – that would pay dividends for years to come?  Why 
don’t we act? 

 Sometimes I think the issue is that what we acknowledge to be true with 
our heads isn’t matched by what we truly believe.  We say with our lips that we 
would be better off living a life that is more closely attuned to God’s will, but we 
choose not to pursue that path.   

The challenge of faith is often to realize that God’s way really is the 
better way – that it leads to a life that is more hopeful and less stressful.  If we 
truly owned the vision of what we could become in Christ, it would be obvious 
that the changes are worth it.  We would gladly make the changes we need to 
make in our lives for our own good.  But doubt and fear keep too many of us 
trapped in old ways. 

 The repairs on Route 1 are finished.  The traffic jams are long gone.  
The repairs will last for more than 20 years.  A little bit of pain has yielded years 
of benefit.  There is an old proverb that says “the best time to plant a tree was 
20 years ago.  The second-best time is now.” 

 The best time to make the changes needed to really turn your life toward 
God was 20 years ago.  The second-best time is now. 

Peace and blessings, 
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CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS contemporary worship that meets every Sunday evening  
at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel. It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band (led by Jane Kelly Williams)  
and the same basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a  
great alternative – give it a try and invite your friends!   

CHANCEL CHOIR 
Chancel Choir will return to worship on Sunday, September 8, with rehearsal at 9:30 a.m., 
for 11 a.m. Worship. This year the choir schedule begins on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. for a 
rehearsal and continues with an additional rehearsal from 12:20 to 1:00 p.m. In addition  
to our weekly performances of great choral music, we are preparing for the All Saints’ 
Memorial Service and for the many December musical events including the Candlelight 
Carol Service on December 15. There is no audition and no church affiliation necessary  
to join the choir. Why not consider lending your voice to this wonderful choir. Members 
are needed in ALL voice parts. 

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon being  
produced each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with friends via email  
or Facebook, we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for yourself but as a way to start  
faith conversations with friends and family.  Access the videos from our preliminary  
website at www.90secondsermon.com. 

WALK THE LABYRINTH ON THE LAWN 

The Labyrinth on the Lawn is located in back of the building with the entrance near  
where you see a bench. It is a metaphor for the journey of life with its twists 
and turns, changes and challenges, but we continue on the path with hope 
and determination. Come, take a walk on a nice day for a time of prayer 
and meditation, or just to relax.  

From the Cho i r Room 
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 IS THE KICK-OFF  
FOR THE FALL PROGRAM 
On this second Sunday of September, all families with children  
and youth are invited for a grand celebration of new beginnings:  

Worshiping, registering for Church School and Scripture Study, launching Read to Feed for families  
to benefit Heifer International, and a return of the Petting Zoo outside after Coffee & Conversation.  
 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL during worship will continue on September 1 and 
8 with Jeff Spady as lead teacher. Fall Church School classes begin on Sunday, September 15 
with classes for all ages from Nursery Class, 3 & 4 year old class, Kindergarten to 2nd grade, 
and 3rd to 5th grade classes. 
 

CHILD CARE IS AVAILABLE EVERY SUNDAY!  
Child Care is available from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. every Sunday. Our Nursery is  

well-equipped with toys, supplies of all kinds, and a pager system. Babies, toddlers and  
preschool children are invited to enjoy a special place under the guidance of a paid and 
experienced staff who also provide a Bible story and activity while parents worship.  
Karen DuBois Kahn coordinates and supervises our Nursery Ministry.  
 

PARENTS OF SPECIAL NEEDS CHILDREN are very grateful for several meetings with  
Marilyn Arons this summer and will celebrate with an afternoon family party at the Melody Arons Center for 
Applied Preschool Research and Education located in Teaneck on Sunday, September 1.  The Parent Group 
will continue this fall as a support group once-a-month.  
 

GRATITUDE FOR SUMMER PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES 

FROM JAVIER GUERRERO, our representative to the Presbyterian Youth Triennium:  

“I would like to start off by saying thank you to the church for sending me to Purdue  
University for this event. I had a wonderful experience. I really enjoyed the worship  
services with a band. I would like to go again in 3 years!” 
 

MUSIC THEATRE CAMP, directed by Margot Bennett, Quinette Jefferies, 
and Amanda Bogacz along with 9 other staffers, was a huge success with 18 children 

and youth performing songs from Broadway shows with script written by Margot. 
Thank you also to Sandra Ruggles who did an excellent vocal training workshop and  

to Kate Clark for a very interesting playwriting workshop during the week of August 11 – 16! 
 

MORNING AND EVENING BIBLE CAMPS, August 26 to 30, were directed 
by Cyndi Kumor! We had a record number of children this year with about 67 children  
registered. We are indeed grateful for about 25 volunteers plus all the church staff who  
helped in a multitude of ways to make this an exciting, meaningful and inspiring experience for 
children in learning Bible stories, songs, scriptures, and doing several creative activities. 
 

         

          Dorothy VanderWerf, Activities Director 

Chi ldren , Youth & Family Connection
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UPCOMING FPC FAMILY CONNECTION  
SAVE THE DATES 

 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS 
  

Parents of preschoolers, FPC looks forward to bringing back our weekday Yoga time that teaches little ones 
the Lord’s Prayer and other wonderful yoga poses.  This Fall 2013 late morning time will be on Wednesdays 
making it…Wonderful Wednesdays! (Goodbye Terrific Tuesdays) More details to follow and hope to  
see you at Wonderful Wednesdays beginning in October. For more information email Rev. Kellie at  
Kellie@englewoodpres.org. 
 

MOM CONNECTION: AN FPC MOM’S GROUP 
 

Parenting is hard work – and raising kids in grace can be an extra challenge.  Moms of newborns to high 
school seniors, join us for our new monthly Moms group starting in October on the third Sunday of the 
month before worship.  We’ll supply the muffins and coffee – you bring your questions, your guidance and… 
your sense of humor.  Look for more details to come or email Rev. Kellie at Kellie@englewoodpres.org. 
 

ANSWER THE CALL 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to 
give you a future and a hope.” 

 

In the United States there are over 400,000 children and teens in the  
foster care system. How could you possibly make a real impact on such a 
daunting need? By sharing your life, faith, and your home with an abused 
or neglected child or teen, you can bring lasting change, provide restora-
tion and rebuild trust while teaching children to love others and  
themselves. 
 

We will be holding an informational meeting on Tuesday evening,  
September 17 at 7 p.m. in the East Room.  Several of our families who are current foster parents will  
share their experiences and a representative from the Bergen County Division of Child Protection and  
Permanency will be on hand to answer questions.  Sandwiches and snacks will be provided for those  
coming straight from work. 
 

Each child is a precious gift of God. By recognizing this, and planting a seed of hope in the life of a child 
who has never known hope, you become a living, breathing testimony of the unconditional love of Jesus 
Christ. By answering "the call" and being faithful to the door God has opened to you, you will have an  
opportunity to not only fulfill your destiny, you will help children and teens see that Jeremiah 29:11 is real 
and attainable. 



 

 

Page 6                                        September 2013 

COPE: FPC’S CAREGIVERS’ SUPPORT GROUP 
In partnership with the Bergen Family Center 

Thursday, September 19, 7:00-9:00 pm, in the East Room. 
 

Are you feeling the stress of being a caregiver for a sibling, parent, or an adult child?  If you 
are a caregiver looking for resources – or a space to get it all out - come to COPE: FPC’s Caregivers’ Support 
Group.  Through an exciting partnership with the Bergen Family Center, we are able to bring you both a wide 
array of educational programs, information about available resources, and supportive sharing led by Sheila 
Shur, LSW.  Sheila is the Elder Care Supervisor for the Bergen Family Center.  Our speaker this month will 
be Robert Romano, an eldercare attorney.  COPE will provide you with a compassionate circle of men and 
women who support one another in our care of others. For additional information, contact Rev. Hong at 
rich@englewoodpres.org. Please feel free to forward this invitation to others you know who are feeling the burden of 
caring for others.  All are welcome.  Light refreshments will be served. 

SEPTEMBER CULTURAL SUNDAY 
The Outreach committee invites everyone to join in celebrating Labor Day on  
September 1, 2013. Do you know who we are celebrating? According to the U.S.  
Bureau of Labor Statistics, We are celebrating the 155.2 million people, age 16 and  
older, in the nation’s labor force!  We thank God for his mercies and blessings to  
our nation.  
 

Join us in celebrating. We are looking for 10 families to bring 10 sandwiches of their 
favorite “BRING TO WORK LUNCH.” Call Dorothy at 201-568-7373, ext. 307,  
to say you will bring 10 sandwiches. Psalm 128:2 (NIV) “You will eat the fruit of your  
labor; blessings and prosperity will be yours.” 

SINGLES CONNECTION MEETS SEPTEMBER 25  
The sixth season of Singles Connection kicks off Wed., Sept. 25th at 7 PM with a 
favorite "repeat" presenter, Kathleen Lewandowski,  Culinary Demo Specialist 
with Whole Foods Market!  Make sure you don't miss (and invite your single friends) 

"Everything Pasta!"  Kathleen will give us the "scoop" on comparing the wide range of pastas, how to 
make/bake them best, accompaniments, and so much more.  You'll enjoy  the special recipe she'll share  
with us.  RSVP to Dorothy at 568-7373, x 307 by Mon., 9/23 or by email at: 
dorothyv@englewoodpres.org. 
  
As a reminder, Singles Connection is not a "dating site" BUT a warm, inviting monthly meeting for singles to 
mingle and enjoy a program and each other's company!  Please pass the word BEYOND the walls of FPC!      
  
Our Singles will be "Hosting" Coffee & Conversation on Sun., Sept. 29th, providing a pasta dish, and set 
up/serving as our way of "Thanking" the Outreach Com. for their support through the past years.  New recipes 
will be on the tables!!  

News for the Congregation
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               CENTER FOR DISCOVERY & DISCIPLESHIP 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Resumes Sunday, September 8 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room with child care. 
 

Don’t forget the weekly Sunday Morning Bible Study that resumes on 
Sunday, September 8 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room.  Rev. Hong reviews 
the text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, illuminating issues of 
history, context, and translation that affect the interpretation of the story 
into a message for us. 
 

FIRST THURSDAY STUDY GROUP 
Thursday, September 5, at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room. 
 

The FIRST THURSDAY study group will meet on Thursday, September 5 at 10:00 a.m. in the  
East Room.  Please join us for an interesting and enlightening time as Rev. Hong leads us as we revisit 
the book “When God Talks Back” by T. M. Luhrmann, a discussion of whether we can “hear” God  
in prayer.   

FPC ONLINE – KEEPING IN TOUCH 
In our connected world, people expect to be able to get the  
information they need at the touch of a button.  FPC is staying in  
the forefront by making sure that you’re able to get in touch with  
the information you need, when you need it. 
 

Did you know… 
 

… that you can get the bulletin on our Web site each week?  If you use your  
smartphone or tablet, you can access the bulletin under the Worship tab on our Web site. 

… that Wi-Fi access is available in the Sanctuary and Chapel during worship?  The password for the FPCGuest 
network is “150palisade” 

… that you can sign up for Coffee & Conversation or other church events through our Web site?  Look for  
Signups under the Happenings tab. 

… that sermon notes are accessible each week through the YouVersion Bible app that is free for all popular 
smartphones and tablets?  Search under “Live Events” for events near you (or use our zip code, 07631); the  
sermon notes are listed under the sermon title for the week. 

… that Bible Study notes and Journey Group discussion guides are posted each week on the Web site under 
“Worship”? 

… that the 90 Second Sermon and sermon audio are also available on the Web site and as free subscriptions 
through iTunes? 

… that we usually send an email update to the congregation weekly?  If you haven’t seen our emails, please  
check your spam folder or send your updated email address to office@englewoodpres.org   

We’re doing our best to stay connected in a world that demands nothing less! 
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REPAIR, REBUILD, RESTORE—FPC WORKS IN LITTLE 
FERRY WITH HABITAT BERGEN 

 

 Eight intrepid volunteers set out on Monday morning, August 5th to work in the flood-
damaged homes of Little Ferry, NJ.  As we worked, we heard tales of a wall of water racing toward 
families when the berm in Moonachie broke. We listened to stories of insurance woes, of the loss 

of family treasures, and of 4 feet of water in their homes when Super Storm Sandy hit on October 29, 2012.   
 

The basement areas had been mucked out long ago.  Other volunteers had removed mud and soaked 
belongings.  Still others had put up wallboard and completed the electrical work.  Now houses were ready for 
some finishing touches.  So our team laid floors,  painted ceilings and walls, hung doors and installed molding.  
We were spread out throughout the town, visiting 7 homes where Habitat is working daily with grants from 
FEMA,  Habitat International and area non-profits.  
 

Thanks to all who participated.  It was a great week! 
 

Habitat Team: Peter Bigler, Carol Cornell, Linda Farrell, Rich Hong, Paula Hyun, David Johnson,  
Elena Sepulveda, Marcy Steele and Mibs Wagner. 

YOUR DONATIONS FOR BABIES MAKE A DIFFERENCE  
 Noting that prices of baby formula and diapers have steadily risen, Debbie Alvarez of the  
Mission Committee came up with an idea to help families in Bergen County struggling with  
expenses. The committee provided coin canisters for members and friends to fill with change to  

benefit Baby Basics, an agency under Children's Aid and Family Services.  Between Mother's Day and  
Father's Day we collected a total of $271.41 plus 400 diapers and 10 boxes of formula for families with infants  
who need them. Thank you to everyone who contributed!  

 

WANT TO JOIN THE MISSION OF OUR CHURCH? 
We are called to share Christ's love throughout the world through our hands-on projects and  

mission dollars. We have a number of ongoing projects and welcome ideas related to new 
ones. If you would like to be a part of this exciting and meaningful work and help move  
our church's mission forward, then we need you.  Please speak to Carolyn Porte-Lieberman, 
Chair of Mission Committee, or members of the Mission Committee: Debbie Alvarez,  
Natalie Beaumont, Carol Cornell, Joan Johnson, Mibs Wagner, Jae Yoo, or Activities  
Director, Dorothy VanderWerf, or Pastor, Rev. Hong.  

CENTER FOR FOOD ACTION REQUESTS MORE DONATIONS 
Our food donations have brought in 87 bags of groceries so far this year, about 50 bags less than a 
year ago. Bring FOOD to FIRST on the FIRST SUNDAY each month and help our needy  
neighbors. Donations are also welcome any Sunday! Next Food Sundays are September 1st and  
October 6th. 

Moving Forward i n Mission 



 

 

MANY THANKS FOR HOSTING FAMILY PROMISE 

Hosting two families through Family Promise was a joint effort with five other congregations: 
St. Paul's Episcopal, Metro, Unitarian Universalist, Kol HaNeshamah, and Leonia Presbyterian. 

The two weeks went smoothly, and thanks to the donations of foods, fans, and time, our 
guests seemed to be as comfortable as possible and to get along with each other and the  

volunteers which was, from my perspective, nice to see.  We learned about the families as well. 
We monitored the food supply carefully so that we didn't have much waste or surplus of supplies. We will  
continue in that vein as we continue to host those in need. We are thankful to all who participated and glad 
that it is an interfaith effort.       Natalie Beaumont, Our Church’s Coordinator 

OUR MISSION DOLLARS AT WORK 

The Mission Committee, through the process of review, analysis and consensus, finalized  
decisions at our June meeting about the distribution of mission dollars from this year’s 
church budget of $22,000 for local mission.  Ten agencies responded to our invitations 

to submit a grant application describing their purpose, need, facts about their mission,  
including their expenses, budget and percentage of overhead versus amounts actually spent on   

their stated purpose. Two new organizations were added, several previous recipients did not  
submit applications and some that did were not selected. Following careful review of each application, the  
Mission Committee determined the following Mission Funding: 
 

Pilgrims of Ibilin: $2750           Bergen Family Center: $3000  Center for Food Action: $4000 

CUMAC: $4000          Shelter Our Sisters: $1000  Borderlinks: $750 

Doctors Without Borders: $3000 Loaves & Fishes: $1000    Southern Poverty Law Center: $1000   
 

Additionally, the Mission Committee gave $422 from local mission to fix plumbing in Elmore Hall so that it 
would be ready for Family Promise mission activity.     Carolyn Porte-Lieberman, Mission Committee Chair 
 

THANK YOUS TO OUR CHURCH FOR MISSION DOLLARS FROM: 
 

CUMAC in Paterson: "Thank you for granting our feeding program and afterschool program your $4000.   
This funding will be incredibly helpful!" 
 

Doctors Without Borders: "Thank you for your generous gift. It helps to ensure that our patients receive the 
care they so urgently need, in places like Syria, the Congo, in Mali." 
 

Shelter Our Sisters: "Your gift represents hope when a woman calls our hotline and helps us save and change the 
lives of women and children to live free from violence." 
 

Bergen Family Center: "Your support enables us to provide vital services to children, teens, families and older 
adults in the greater Englewood community." 
 

Pilgrims of Ibillin: "Thank you for your partnership and generosity for Mar Elias Educational Institutions which 
helps to build peace in the Middle East." 
  

Borderlinks: “With your contribution, people from across the country can be involved in the critical issues of 
immigration, solidarity, and justice.” 
  

Center for Food Action: “Thanks for your generous support! CFA helped 1,400 families with housing, utility 
and heating needs and gave out $4 million worth of food last year.” 
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People You Know 
BEST WISHES AND PRAYERS FOR: Mary Ferguson who continues her recovery at home. 
 

PRAYERS AND BEST WISHES FOR: Sandy Yoo as she continues to recuperate. 
 

PRAYERS AND BEST WISHES FOR: Hugh McKee as he recovers from surgery. 
 

BELATED CONGRATULATIONS TO: Myung and Jennifer Choi on the birth of their son, Matthew Jisung 

Choi, on May 6, 2013. Congratulations, also, to his big sister, Kaitlyn Choi! We are sorry to have  
missed making this announcement. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Lorena Victoria Sanchez, daughter of Valerie Williams-Sanchez, who graduated 

from high school in June and will be attending California State University in Fullerton this fall. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Richard and Laura Perry who are celebrating their 60th Wedding Anniversary! 
 

CELEBRATING BAPTISMS FOR: Alexandra Mae Brown and Virginia Leigh Brown, twin daughters of 

Stephen and Sherronda Brown, baptized on August 4, 2013.  

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

The DEACONS will host a PARISH CONNECTION BRUNCH on Sunday, October 
20th.  The entire congregation, including visitors, are invited to join the Deacons after 
the 11 a.m. worship service for a Fall Celebration in Elmore Hall.  In addition to a  
delicious brunch, there will be live music by The Jazz Doctors, a classic jazz band, with 
our own Dr. Linsy Farris on the bass. 

      THANK YOU TO SUMMER ALIVE PRESENTERS 
 

Thank you to the presenters for your informative and interesting talks at Summer Alive 
sponsored by the Mission Committee:  

 

 * Mibs Wagner, Board member of Bergen Regional Medical Center for sharing her extensive 
knowledge on accessing health care needs.  * Thierry Vodounou, cofounder with his father  

of the Green Village Foundation in Africa, exemplifying the power of love and determination.  
* Dr. Raymond R. Arons, providing us with up-to-the-minute facts we need to know about  
Affordable Health Care. * Marcy Steele for inspiring us with the work of the Habitat and the  
awesome work done by our mission team in Little Ferry, NJ this month. 

! 



 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph  Brooks 

50 Pine St. 

Unit 204 

Montclair, NJ 07042 

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE ON SEPTEMBER 18TH 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that our sermons are available on 
our Podcast, accessible at no cost through the iTunes store, through our Web 
site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. You can also keep up with FPC by joining 
our Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian Church of Englewood), 
follow us on Twitter (@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 
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